MILAN
STEPISNIK -.

V okviru mednarodnega atletskega mitinga
v Slovenski Bistrici, so leta 2002 prvic tek-
movali metalci kladiva za Stepisnikov memori-
jal. Memorijal je pod pokroviteljstvom druzin Ste-
pisnik in Ledinek. Tradicijo te atletske discipline
sta nadaljevala sin Milana Stepisnika st., Milan ml.
(1936-2020) najboljsi rezultat 58,26 m in zet Pavel
Ledinek (1939-2020) najboljsi rezultat 55,20 m.

SLO

’A TLETSKO DRUSTVO
SLOVENSKA BISTRICA
| & . )

LEDINEK



Prvi Jugoslovan in
Slovene a svetu
v prvi deseterici

atletske discipline.

Stepignik prvilevo

inek (1938-2009).

< < < Early life

He was born on
G

11th November
1910 in Ljubljana, Slove-
nia. Father Karl (1875-
1935) was an official,
mother Marija (1881-
1941) was a housewife.
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He had two brothers, Drago (1906-1983) and
Mirko (1907-1943), also known athletes. After
graduation he studied chemistry at Technical
university in Ljubljana, where he got his degree
in 1935. He got a job in Slovenska Bistrica at Zug-
mayer&Gruber (later Impol). In 1936 he married
Leopoldina (Poldi) Blatnik (1910-1990), they had
two children, Milan (1936-2020) and Aleska Led-
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. During World War Il, he got arrested and
later sent to the concentration camp
Dachau. As a chemist he was assigned to the
group of researchers led by dr. Rascher, later dr.
Plotner at the station where they developed pec-
tin preparations for blood clogging. He stayed in
Dachau until the end of October 1944. After the
war he became the director of Tovarna metalnih
polizdelkov (later Impol) in Slovenska Bistrica.
He was arrested in 1947, and in 1948 convicted
to death in 1st Dachau Process (one of a series of
political show trials in post-war Slovenia).

Stepisni
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He was best known as one of the greatest

athletes between the two wars and also as
a partcipant at the Olympic games in Berlin 1936,
where he carried the national flag. His sports ca-
reer started in 1920's in Telovadno drustvo Sokol,
at that time the incubator of young gymnasts
and athletes. Later he joined Sportni klub llirija,
where he competed in hammer throw, discus
throw and shot put. In mid-30's he moved to
Slovenska Bistrica, where he became the head
of Drustvo Sokol. He was still active in athletics,
especially hammer throw.
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V jugoslovanski reprezentanci se prvi¢ po-

javi leta 1933, kjer na balkanskih atletskih
igrah (BAI) v Atenah doseze 2. mesto v metu kla-
diva (41,39 m). Naslednje leto izenaci drzavni re-
kord v kladivu - 48,99 m. Ta nenaden skok rezul-
tatov je nakazoval pravo pot, vendar se je izkazalo,
da temu ni bilo tako. Med leti 1935-1940 je zaradi
nepoznavanja pravilne tehnike ostajal na istih re-
zultatih, imel pa je naravni talent in moc. V svoji
karieri je le dvakrat prisel v stik s trenerji. In prvic
ravno na olimpijskih igrah v Berlinu leta 1936, kjer
je imel tudi Cast nositi zastavo na otvoritvi. Ven-
dar na tekmovanju ne uspe preseci kvalifikacijske
norme (46 m), Ceprav so bili njegovi takratni re-
zultati okoli 49 m. Obstaja vec razlogov za izpad
v kvalifikacijah: kvalifikacije so bile zjutraj in slaba
tehnika. Posvetil se je tehnicni plati meta, o cemer
pise tudi v zborniku kluba llirija leta 1940. »Dolgo
vrsto let sem porabil za naporno iskanje prave-
ga nacina, Se bolj pa za borbo z lastnimi napa-
kami, kadar in kolikor sem jih uspel v bistriski
samoti odkriti«, pove Milan. Leta 1938 prvic vrze
kladivo ¢ez 50 metrov (50,24 m), kar je nov drzavni
rekord. Leta 1939 na BAI osvoji 1. mesto z rezulta-
tom 49,55 m. Svoj najboljsi rezultat je dosegel na
BAI 1940 - 54,42 m, kar ga je uvrscalo na 6. mesto
v Evropi in 8. mesto na svetu. Zadnjic€ je za repre-
zentanco nastopil leta 1946, kjer je na BAI v Tirani
osvojil 3. mesto (46,78 m).

Vir: arhiv druZin Stepisnik in Ledinek. Source: archive of the
Stepisnik and Ledinek families. | Oblikovanje design: Katja
Zakelsek, www.zakelsek.si



